’VE OWNED A LOT oF

shotguns over the years.
I even collected high-grade
Browning Superposed shot-
guns for a decade or so. I still
own a bunch of shotguns—
semi-autos, over-unders and
side-by-sides—but they are
exclusively for hunting or
competition clay target use.
Pve always preferred rifles
and handguns for home de-
fense, and I've never owned

a purely personal defense
shotgun. That, however, is
about to change.

I’'ve become concerned
lately about the over-pene-
tration issues with centerfire
rifle and pistol ammunition
being fired, most likely, in-
side the house. Rifle rounds
are almost guaranteed to
penetrate a human target and
continue on through sheet-
rock walls into other rooms

where family members are
sleeping. The potential for
unintended collateral dam-
age is just too high for me to
rely on an AR-15 as my pri-
mary home defense weapon.
I have become so comfort-
able with the controls and
handling characteristics of
the AR platform, however,
that I hate to give it up for
a defensive shotgun. I've
looked at a number of “AR
shotguns” recently, but I just
can’t find one I like—mean-
ing one that handles like an
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AR, has a detachable box magazine
of substantial capacity and is drop
dead reliable. But then I found the
new Citadel BOSS-25 AR-style
shotgun from Legacy Sports.

I say “AR-
style” because
even though the BOSS-25 is a
near look-alike to an AR-10—

the larger of the
two principal AR
platforms—and

T—THE 18.75” BARREL IS COVERED WITH A VENTILATED SHROUD FROM 3 INCHES BENEATH THE HANDGUARD FORWARD. NOT IN-
CLUDING THE “MUZZLE BRAKE” THAT COMES INSTALLED, THE BOSS-25 sHips WITH 4 SCREW-IN CHOKE TUBES. SOMEONE THREW
THE BOOK AT THE ALUMINUM HANDGUARD AS FAR AS THE VARIOUS TYPES OF ACCESSORY ATTACHMENT POINTS,; PICATINNY RAIL,
M-Lok- AND KEYMOD-SLOTS ARE ALL PRESENT.

handles just like any AR, it is a
totally different design. Because
it is chambered for 3-inch shot-
shells, its AR-style detachable
box magazine is almost identical
in size and shape to a 20-round
AR-10 magazine, which is de-

_—— Oy e

signed for the 7.62 NATO (.308
Win.) rifle cartridge. The BOSS-
25 comes with two 5-round
steel magazines, and additional
5-round ($34) and 10-round
($39) magazines are available
from Legacy Sports on their
website, so loaded capacity is

on par with or better than other
12-guage defensive shotguns.

#—HOUSED WITHIN THE POLYMER LOWER RECEIVER AR AN AR-ESQUE BOLT-CATCH
AND THUMB SAFETY. WE usep AN EOTecH EXPS3 HOLOGRAPHIC WEAPON SIGHT —
MOUNTED TO THE PICATINNY OPTIC RAIL OF THE GUN’S ALUMINUM UPPER RECEIVER —

THROUGHOUT TESTING. ADJUSTABLE POLYMER FLIP-UP SIGHTS ARE PART OF THE PACKAGE.

ProMag also has this platform
supported with a 20-round drum
and 10-round stick magazines
but we have yet to try them to
see how they run. We're told that

the BOSS-25 is also compatible

PricE: $649710 $729

CALIBER: 12 GAUGE / 3-INCH

RECEIVER: ALUMINUM UPPER/POLYMER LOWER
BARREL: 18.75 INCHES

OA LengtH:  37.75 INCHES

WEiGHT: 8.0 PounDs

SIGHTS: TOP RAIL/POLYMER FLIP-UP SIGHTS
Stock: Porymer

AcTion: GAS OPERATED

FinisH: Brack
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with VR80, MKA 1919 and
Panzer shotgun magazines,
but again, we have not per-
sonally verified this.

Legacy Sports bills the
BOSS-25 as the most versa-
tile of shotguns, suitable for
hunting, clay target sports,
3-gun competition and, of
course, home defense. As
if to underline that point,
they include a full set of five
interchangeable choke tubes.
Four are flush tubes, while
the Modified tube is both
extended and ported. This is
very unusual for a defensive
shotgun, which usually has
just a fixed Cylinder choke.

Built on an aluminum
upper and a carbon-fiber-re-

inforced polymer lower
receiver, the BOSS-25 is a

gas-operated semi-auto shot-
gun, but the gas system bears
no resemblance whatsoever
to that of an AR. Nothing

in the available literature—
which is surprisingly sparse—
says whether the upper
receiver is forged, extruded or
machined from billet alumi-
num, and there is no way to
tell from looking at it. But
the manufacturing process

is really irrelevant, because
semi-auto shotguns operate
at much lower pressures than
center-fire rifles. However it
is made, the aluminum upper
receiver sports an extended,
21-slot Picatinny top rail.

The bolt is cocked by pulling
rearward on a round, venti-
lated, aluminum knob which
protrudes from the right side
of the bolt body.

The BOSS-25 is fitted with
an 18.75-inch, chrome-lined,
smooth-bore barrel, and as
mentioned, it is threaded
for choke tubes and a set
of five tubes is included. A
ventilated shroud covers the
forward eight or nine inches
of the barrel, and the rear
two or three inches of it are
covered by the handguard.
The owner’s manual refers to
it as a “muzzle brake,” but we
don’t see any evidence that it

—THE BOSS-25 SHIPS WITH TWO SMOOTH LOADING/RELIABLE FEEDING
5-ROUND MAGAZINES, wiTH 10-ROUNDERS ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH
LEGACY SPORTS. REPORTEDLY, THE BOSS-25 IS ALSO COMPATIBLE WITH
Rock Istanp Armory VR80, EAA MKA 1919 anp Panzer AR1T2
PRO SHOTGUN MAGAZINES, BUT WE HAVE NOT PERSONALLY VERIFIED THIS.
THE AR THEME CONTINUES WITH THE MAG-RELEASE BUTTON.
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Leupold® DeftaPoiar Pro nof included.

COMPETITION PRIMED. COMPETITIVELY PRICED.

Mest the all-new TaswrusT X™ 22 Competition

performance demands. The upgraded, red «

TauruskiSA com

a custom-tuned maod of our award-winning polymer
sporting pistol This full-size, semi-a mfire is painstakingly re-engineered to meet your most n
Wics-ready stide and 5° threaded Bull Barrel assembly
brings match-grade accuracy and versatility to any shooting discipline. Giving teday’s competitive
shooters the unique appartunity to shatter records withodut breaking the bank. Az ahways, peasce of
mind comes standard with ouwr Limited Lifetime Warranty and industry leading customer service

USA
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.308 WINCHESTER

152 Gr. Dual Performance”

SN

Precision machined, monolithic copper projectiles

Immediately expands upon impact

Large temporary cavity that exceeds that of conventional bullets

| Velocity 2800 [P5
Enargy 7547 F1. LS
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Ammunition

TO LOCATE A DEALER
NEAR YOU, CALL B00.568.6625
WWW.BLACK-HILLS.COM
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Furniture consists of a 1-piece
aluminum handguard that has
three integral Picatinny rail sec-
tions: one 6-slot that mates with
and extends the upper receiver’s
top rail; another 6-slot positioned
on top all the way forward; and a
4-slot on the underside all the way
forward. In addition, there are two
M-LOK slots on each side far for-
ward, plus a row of KeyMod slots
the full length of the underside.
Adjustable, flip-up iron polymer
sights are provided front and rear.

Mounted at the aft end is a
1-piece, fixed polymer buttstock

with half-inch thick rubber butt

performs such a function.
Controls, which are all mounted
in the polymer lower receiver, are
made to look roughly similar to
those of an AR, but they are not
identical, are not found in the same
places, and in some cases, do not
perform the same functions. The
AR-compatible pistol grip is remov-
able—although I'm not certain why
anyone would want to—is nicely
shaped and has front and rear tex-
tured rubber grip panels that make
it very comfortable in the hand.
The trigger is adequate for a de-
fensive shotgun but is a bit on the
creepy and heavy side. Take-down
is nothing like an AR, and there are

no interchangeable parts. EVER WRAPPED OUR FIRING HAND AROUND.

—THE POLYMER STOCK HAS NO LENGTH-OF-PULL ADJUSTMENT BUT DOES SPORT AN
ADJUSTABLE CHEEK RISER AND RUBBER BUTTPAD. THE REMOVABLE AR HANDGRIP HAS
A TACKY RUBBER-OVERMOLD AND IS ACTUALLY ONE OF THE NICER AR GRIPS WE'VE

pad and a comb that is adjustable
for height but not fore/aft position |
on the stock. Four finish colors are [ l
offered—U.S. flag motif, matte ! k. o (%
black, tactical gray, and flat dark E L b et 2
earth—priced from $649 to $729. i ' ] e } ks v '
Critical dimensions are 37.75” in ¥
overall length, 14.0” length of pull P ' : V- . . —
and 8.0-pound empty weight with . B '
magazine installed (although it
does feel lighter due to the excel-
lent balance). _
As previously mentioned, being sy Sy %2
dead-reliable is a prerequisite : L) §
characteristic of mine (as it is with 54
most) and the BOSS 25 checks : , il
that box ... if you're using the '

EARTOLE Mpssbarg & Sons, Inc
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REASONS
TO FEEL
CONFIDENT.
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MC2¢ Double-5tack Magazines in 13-Round B 15-Round
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YOU'VE GOT AN EXTRA STACK OF PEACE OF MIND.
Engineered to be ultra-sliny in spite of its double-stack capacity, the MC2c
8mm sits comfortably in your hand and is easily concealable for averyday
carry. Lightweight, ergonomic, and providing 13 or 15 rounds at the ready,
it sets the new standard for high-capacity semi-auto personal protection,
Mossberg— Makers of dependable, hardworking firearms for more

M BERG

SINCE 1819

BRaN12
MC2c 9mm
Semi-Auto

H.IuFE‘I"I".I'IP&

LEARN MORE AT
MOSSBERG.COM
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~STVIE 11,300 EPS. and feeding extracting and ejecting is alot of shotgun for the money,
4@-””)'5”” tshells. Anything less it all, and additionally, the recoil and if you're a fan of the handling
her does NOT cycle impulse is noticeably softer than characteristics and ergonomics of

n or yields spotty perfor- | your standard pump-action gun. the AR platform, this one should
at's OK though — per- | The sights required significant probably find a spot in your safe.
se ammo is usually of adjustment from the factory to Well, not this one ... this one’s
est variety anyway. correct point-of-aim/point-of- mine. See the BOSS-25 at your
& munition of the impact, but that’s certainly not firearms retailer, or contact

led velocity and above, | uncommon with today’s firearms. | LEGAGY SPORTS INTERNATIONAL; Tel. (775)
ran without hiccup, All told, the Citadel BOSS 25 828-0555;.Web: LEGACYSPORTS.COM

T—A SEMI-AUTO 12-GAUGE WILL ALWAYS HAVE A SOFTER RECOIL IMPULSE THAN A
 COMPARABLE PUMP-ACTION, AND THAT RULE HOLDS TRUE WITH THE BOSS-25. THIs IS A
VERY CONTROLLABLE SHOTGUN — EVEN WITH HIGH-TEST LOADS. SPEAKING OF HOT-RC
ADS, IT'S RECOMMENDED THAT YOU RUN 1,300-F.P.S OR FASTER LOADS THROL
OR OPTIMAL RELIABILITY. THAT'S WHAT WE USED EXCLUSIVELY, AND IN A
DS OF BUCKSHOT AND SLUGS, WE HAD A ZERQ FAILURE RATE.
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